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wa °idhi°ba-tala °ibrahima rabbuhu bi-kalimatin 
fa °atammahunna qala °inni ja‘iluka li-n-nasi °imaman 
qala wa min dburriyyati 
qala 1a yanalu “ahdi-dh-dhalimin 
“And remember that °Ibrahim was tried by his Lord 
with certain Commands, which he carried out completely: 
He said: ‘I will make you an °Imam to the Nations.’ 
He asked: 
‘And also from my offspring!’ 
He answered: 
‘My Promise is not within the reach of evil-doers.’” 
(Suratu-l-Bagarah 2:124) 
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°Adam and Hawa? had only one single son: Seth (Hebrew: Nw, 
Arabic: +4 Shith meaning: (“placed; appointed”), the rest were all 
twins who intermarried. The spark that allowed the humans to return 
to the heavenly realm traveled in the line of Shith 2, who was the 
inheritor or executor (was7 or wdsia‘/u«!5/ v5) of °Adam x2. 
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"Ibrahim x 
Further Geneology: 
°Adam x2, lived 930 years and died 216 years before the 
birth of Nuh x. 
Shith x is °Adam’s x» only singular son (all the rest of his 
children were twins), and lived 912 years and knew Nth 
for 34 years before he died. 


Methuselah or Salih x2 («#—IL——=); meaning Pious, is the 
4th great grandson of Shith x@ and lived 969 years and knew 
°Adam x 243 years and knew Shith x2 355 years. The year 
that Salih x@ died, the flood came. 


Lemech or Lama‘ (e—) (son of Methuselah or Salih), lived 
777 years (died before his father). He is the father of Nth 
and died 5 years before the flood. 


Nuh 3 lived 950 years. Methuselah/Salih x2 knew Nth 
for 600 years and died the year of the flood. He talked with 
his father, Lemech, Lama‘, 595 years. 


Sham or Sam (Hebrew: DW, Arabic: a+) was the believing 
son of Nuh x (and father of all Semites), lived 600 years 
and talked with Methuselah/Salih 98 years. He lived after 
the flood 502 years. 


The prophet Htid x (4;——*), also called Abir, Eber or Heber 
(great-grandson of Sham/Sam and father of the Hebrews), 
lived 464 years and knew both Nth x and Sam. 


Terah who in the Qur’an is called Azar (Surah 6.74), (the 
great grandson 3 times removed of Eber or Hud 39), lived 
205 years. He was 130 years old when °Ibrahim (e+4!.~!) was 
born and talked both with Nth x8 and with Sham/Sam. 


“Ibrahim > (originally Abram son of Terah) lived 175 years. 
Ibrahim x knew Sham/Sam son of Nth x (Noah) for 150 
years. Nih x died 2 years before °Ibrahim » was born. 


“Ibrahim x had two sons who became prophets. °Isma‘il x2 
(JL. .4!), his first born of Hajar, and his second *Ishaq x 
(g--+—.!), born of Sarah. The prophet Lit x («s—) was his 
nephew and was one of the people who migrated along with 
“Ibrahim 3 out of their community in Babylon. They are all 
descendants of Nth x through his son Sham or Sam (above). 
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wa-°dbkur fi- [-kitabi °ibrahima °innahu kana siddiqan-nabiyya 


Mention in the Book —*Ibrahim — He was a man of truth, a prophet. 
(Surah Maryam 19:41) 
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ma kana °Ibrahimu yahidiyyan wa 1a nasraniyyan 
wa lakin kana hanifan musliman wa ma kana mina-l-musbrikin 
°Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, 


but a man of as natural belief — a Muslim — and not of the idolaters. 
Cae °Al ian 3: 67) 
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wa man °ahsanu dinan mimman °aslama wajhahu 1i-llahi 
wa huwa muhsinun wa °ittaba‘a millata °*Ibrahima hanifan 
wa °ittakhadha-lahu °Ibrahima khalila 
Who could have a better religion (din) 
than one who surrenders completely to Allah and is a doer of good, 
and follows the religion of °*Ibrahim, a man of pure natural belief? 


And Allah took °*Ibrahim as an intimate friend. 
(Suratu- -n-Nisaa° 4:125) 
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qul °innani hadani rabbi °114 siratin mustaqimin dinan qiyaman 
millata °Ibrahima hanifan wa ma kana mina-l-mushrikin 
Say: 
“My Lord has guided me to a straight path, a well-founded din, 
the religion of °Ibrahim, a man of pure natural belief. 


He was not one of the idolaters.” 
(Stratu-l-°An‘am 6:161) 
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"Ibrahim x 

In the time of the youth of Prophet °Ibrahim 3, idolatry and cor- 
ruption were widespread. In this time people used to worship idols 
made out of wood and stone representing the sun, the moon, the 
stars and natural phenomena. Some even worshipped their own 
rulers. Indeed in the days of Ibrahim’s youth x, Babylon was being 
ruled by a most evil king whose name was Nimrod from whom, 
due to his practice of magic (siir/,__»——), many haram activites 
became prevalant. The people of Babylon literally worshipped 
Nimrod. Anyone who refused to believe in the gods or refused to 
worship Nimrod was put to death. Ignorance prevailed in the minds 
of the people. The priests were astronomers and maintained the 
records of the movements of the planets to support their practice of 
astrology. As priests of the state religion they enjoyed a prominent 
place in the society and were paid well by the state. Few of the 
people had little or any knowledge of Allah 3% and His teachings 
that had been brought and taught by Nuh x and his son Sham. 


The Prophet °*Ibrahim x was the son of Terah, whose surname was 
Azar (6:74). His mother was Amathlah from the city of Cutha in 
Mesopotamia. However many of genealogists, including Ibn Abbas, 
suggest that Azar was the name of the idol his father worshipped 
and he was called after it. Ibn Jarir says: “The correct opinion is that 
his name was Azar and he probably had two names. One of them is 
his name and the other is his nickname.” There are also those who 
say that the real father of °Ibrahim x was a pastoralist (bedu) and 
that he had sent his son to live in the city of Babylon to learn a 
trade, which in the course of events, led to his being apprenticed to 
Azar who was an idol maker and a staunch worshipper of idols. The 
chief reason for this alternative view is that from the view of 
prophetic lineage, it is not conceivable that the father of °Ibrahim 3 
would be a maker and worshipper of idols, as the Prophet 8% said 
that the essence of his existence was transmitted and ultimately 
conveyed to his parents through a pure, holy and sanctified progeny. 
Others, for much the same reaons, say that Azar was his uncle — a 
citified member of the tribe who made his living as an idol maker. 
In any case we know from Qur°an that this Azar did all he could to 
compel °Ibrahim x to worship these artifacts, which he refused to 
do as he found the idea of worshipping idols which could neither 
see, nor hear, nor speak, absurd. He told people it was Allah 3% 
Who gave them all the things they possessed and warned them of 
their meeting with Him and told, Azar, that he was mistaken: 
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wa-°dh qala *ibrahimu li-abihi azaraa 
°atattakhidhu °asnaman °aalihatan 
*innii °araka wa qawmaka fi dalalin mubin 
“Remember when °Ibrahim said to his father, Azar, 
“Do you take idols as gods? 
I see that you and your people are clearly misguided.” 
(Stratu-]-°An‘am 6:74) 

In any case, *Ibrahim x continued to work in the workshop or 
factory of Azar until finally he reached a point where it was just too 
absurd and ultimately debasing and he felt we would be a hypocrite 
if he were to continue on with business as usual. 
So one day when everyone had gone somewhere else he took an axe 
and destroyed all of the idols except the largest one, in whose arms 
he put the axe. When everybody returned they found that every idol 
had been utterly destroyed. 
This created a huge furore and anger especially on the part of Azar 
who immediately demanded to know how this had happened. 
“Ibrahim x, no doubt all sweetness and light, told him that 
obviously since the axe was in the hands of the biggest idol that it 

as, “The Big One who had done it!” at which point Azar told him 
not to be absurd. “These things have no power to do anything, We 
carve them and they are but the work of our hands.” °*Ibrahim x 
then said, (words to the effect), “So why in the world do you 
worship that which can neither harm you or do anything in Truth.” 
These words acted as signal to Azar and his fellow workmen and 
they immediately rounded on °Ibrahim x from whom, no doubt, 
they had previously heard him voice doubts and accused him of 
destroying the idols and, importantly, their means of livelihood. 
“Then he said to his father and his people: ‘So then what are these 
images to which you are so devoted?’ They replied: “We found our 
fathers worshipping them.’ He said: “Then you as well as your 
fathers are clearly in error.’ They said: ‘Is it really the truth you have 
brought us or are you joking?’ He said: No! Your Lord is the Lord 
of the heavens and the earth; He brought them into existence and I am 
of those who bear witness to this!’” (Suratu-l-? Ambiyaa° 21: 53-58) 
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Characteristically, idolaters attach more importance to other beings 
than to Allah 3%, and they fear them more than they fear Allah 3&. 
One would be mistaken in limiting the beings valued by these 
people merely to the statues they carved out of wood or stone. 


Loving and valuing another person more than Allah 3%, preferring 
that person’s contentment over the approval of Allah 3% or fearing 
that person more than Allah 3& is also a form of idolatry. There 
were also those among the people of *Ibrahim x who loved and 
prized the skillful products of their own hands more than Allah 3& 


However on the Day of Rising, such people will finally understand 
that there is no power other than Allah 3% and will see that the idols 
and beings, not to mention the products of other people’s hands 
(cars, houses, furniture, jewelry, clothing, etc.), they valued higher 
than Allah 3%, are merely weak servants before His might and do 
not es deSeIVe. to be valued at all. 
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wa qala °innama °ittakhadhtum min dant flahi 
°awthanan mawaddata baynikum fi-l-hayati-d-dunya 
thumma yawma-l-qiyamati yakfuru ba‘dukum bi-ba‘din 
wa yal‘anu ba‘dukum ba‘dan 
wa ma-wakumu-n-naru wa ma lakum min nasirin 
He said, “You have adopted idols apart from Allah 
but your love of them will last only in this life. 

Then on the Day of Rising you will reject and curse one another. 
The Fire will be your shelter. You will have no helpers.’” 
(Stratu-l°Afikabut 29:25) 

So although he lived among a people who worshipped idols, by the 
workings of his own conscience *I[brahim x came to know and 
understand that Allah 3% was the one and only true G-d. He be- 

lieved in, and turned to, Allah 3% alone. 
Around this time (though some say this happened later) he had a 
profound experience which caused to forever turn his back on 
idolatry, earthly or heavenly, and put him on the track to Allah 3% 
He was in the desert at night with a wise man some called the 
Righteous King (Malik Sadiq/p7x¥-39n malkh-i-sidaq/) though the 
Babylonian Talmud says the the name (PTY) is a nickname of 
Sham, the son of Nuh x and father of the Semitic peoples. 
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Some Jewish sources say this happened much later outside of 
Jerusalem when, Melchizedek his teacher who was indeed Sham, 
was 465 years old whilst at that time *Ibrahim x was 75 years of 
age. In any case, regardless of the when of the story, what happened 
during their meeting finally tipped him completely over the edge in- 
to becoming a true and certain believer (mu’min) in Allah 3% and 
what is of interest to us in terms of our understanding of °Ibrahim x 
is related in the following °ayat from the Qur°an: 
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wa kadhalika nuri °ibrahim malakiita- s-samawati wa-l-°ardi 
wa liyaktina mina-l-mugqinin ¢ 
fa lamma janna ‘alayhi allaylu ra°a kawkaban qala hadha rabbi 
fa lamma afala qala la °uh°ibbu-l-°aafilin « 
fa lamma ra°a-l-qamara bazighan qala hadha rabba fa lamma afala 
qala la-in lam yahdini rabbi laakinanna mina-l-qawmi-d-dallin ¢ 
fa lamma ra°a-sh-shamsa bazighatan qala hadha rabbi 
hadha °akbaru fa lamma afalat qala 
ya qawmi *inni bari°in mimma tushrikiin ¢ 
“And thus We gave °Ibrahim [his first] insight 
into the mighty dominion [of Allah] over the heavens and the earth - 
so that he might become one of those who are inwardly sure. 
When the night grew dark he saw a star. He said: “This is my Lord.’ 
But when it set, he said: ‘I love not things that set. “ 
And when he saw the moon rise, he exclaimed: “This is my Lord.’ 
But when it set, he said: ‘Unless my Lord guide me, 
I surely shall become one of the those who are astray.’ 
When he saw the sun rise in its resplendence, he said: 
“This is surely my Lord — this is the greatest of them all.” 
But the sun also set, and (°Ibrahim) said: 
‘Oh my people, I am through with those you associate (with Allah). 
(Suratu-l-An°am 6:75-78) 
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Certainly there is an important lesson for believers to learn from the 
story of *Ibrahim 3, which is that one can surely and easily (if one 


is open to seeing and understanding) grasp the existence of Allah 
3 by ‘reading’ the Holy Book of Nature (gur’an takwini). 
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*inna ft khalqi-s-samawati wa-l-ardi wa khtila fi-llayli wa-n-nahari 
wa-l-fulki allati tajri 1-l-bahri bima yanfa°u-n-nasa 
wa ma °afizala-llahu mina-s-sama°i mim-ma-in 
fahya bihi-l-arda ba‘da mawtiha wa baththa ftha min kulli dabbatin 
watasri°-r-riyahi wa-s-sahabi-l-musakbkhari 
bayna-s-sama°i wa-l-ardi la ayatin li-qawmin ya‘qiltin 
In the creation of the heavens and earth, 
and the alternation of the night and day, 
and the ships which sail the seas to the benefit of people, 
and the water which Allah sends down from the sky 
by which He brings the earth to life when it was dead 
and scatters about in it creatures of every kind 
and the varying direction of the winds, 
and the clouds subservient between heaven and earth, 


there are Signs for people who use their intellect. 
(Strau- ]- os 2:164) 
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*inna fi khalqi-s-samawati wa-l-°ardi 
wa °khtilafi-l-layli wa-n-nahari la °aayatin li °uli-l-bab 
Truly in the creation of the heavens and the earth 
and in the alternation of the night and the day are signs 
for the people of understanding. 
[li °ulu-l-I-bab or the people of the gate] 
(Sirah °Al *Imran 3:190) 
omotes 
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“Ibrahim x 
In the Written Qur’an (gur’dn tadwini) there are thousands of signs 
for the one who can see, and reading the book of Allah 3& is a 
means of getting closer to Allah 3% and strengthening our din. For 
anyone who studies the Qur’an in a sincere manner will eventually 
wind up in surrender to Allah 3% and develop Taqwa (G-d 
Consciousness), for this is the natural result of studying the Qur?an. 
Similarly if we look around us and read the signs of Allah 3% in the 
creation we see the incredible perfection of this world, and we know 
that the chance of such perfection being created by chance or trial 
and error or random happenings is as likely as a tornado hitting a 
junk yard and creating a Boeing 747. 
Some examples of the signs: 
There is a bird called the Bar-tailed Godwit that migrates from 
Alaska to New Zealand, a 5,000 mile journey. The bird flies 9 days 
and 9 nights, regardless of snow, rain, hail, thunder or whatever. 
It crosses oceans, cities, forests, deserts and faces extreme cold and 
heat. But still it keeps going. It flies more than 390 miles a day, with 
no food or water or sleep for 12 days and nights. 
How? 
Another bird, the Bar-headed Goose, also comes from Alaska; it 
flies straight up and enters the jet stream, a current of air that flows 
around the world at 1000 miles a day. The bird rides it all the way 
to Florida at a height of some 33.000 feet, at -59 Celsius! 
At that level oxygen is practically non-existent, but yet the bird can 
survive and breathe with next to no oxygen. 
How? 
Or take the Ruby-throated Hummingbird. It is a tiny bird, it weighs 
4 grams (a teaspoon of sugar weighs 5 grams). 
It migrates all the way from South-America to the banks of the 
Mississippi. It goes straight across the gulf of Mexico, 600 miles, 
and does it within 26 hours. 
So the sun rises and the bird takes off, it flies over open ocean as 
were it to land on the water it would become fish food. The bird 
keeps going and going, it goes during the morning, afternoon, 
evening, night and eventually another day comes and it reaches its 
destination. All of this is done without losing direction or energy, 
How? 
Do you really think that Allah 3% cannot feed those birds in their 
own country and has them fly thousands of miles just for food? 
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No, rather it’s a way for Him to show us His greatness, awesome 
creative abiliites and His signs. For as Allah 3 says: 


Sakae blot a sale! 
ni AL RIM 


°awa lam yaraw °ila-t-tayri fawqahum saaaffatin wa yaqbidna 
ma yumsikuhunna *iHa-r-rahmanu °innahu bi-kulli shay°in basir 
Have they not looked at the birds above them, 
with wings outspread and folded back? 
Nothing holds them up but the All-Merciful. He sees all things. 
(Stratu-l-Mulk 67:19) 

Everywhere one looks, one can readily see the innumerable signs of 
the conscious purposeful focused creation of Allah 3%. Even if one 
does not have any knowledge or has not been given any advice, one 
with careful study can clearly conclude that there is a Creator of the 
universe just by giving the matter his earnest consideration, even if 
it is only for a few minutes. One can grasp the power and greatness 
of Allah 3% and the fact that Allah 3% rules over everything. This is 
how °*Ibrahim x, who had probably not been communicated with 
earlier, grasped the existence and sublimity of Allah 3% through 
sincere and conscientious reflection on the examples that were set 
forth by the wise teacher Malik Sadiq when he invited °Ibrahim x 
to contemplate the desert night sky. 

When he looked carefully the Truth was clear to him. From then on, 
he told his people that he separated himself from the false gods they 
worshipped including the "king": 
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°inni waj jjahtu wajhiya li-lladhi fatara-s-samawati wa-l-arda hanifan 
wa ma °ana mina-l-mushrikin 
I have turned my face to the One 
Who brought the heavens and earth into being, 
[I am] a pure natural believer — I am not one of the idolators. 
(Stratu-]-An°am, 79) 

This inevitably led to a clash between °Ibrahim x and the king of 
Babylonia — Nimrod — and a final showdown where Nimrod told 
“Ibrahim x that if he were to refuse to worship him he would be 
cast into the fire. The following version of the Abram (then his name 
in Jewish scripture) vs. Nimrod confrontation appears in the Midrash 

Raba, a major compilation of Jewish Scriptural exegesis. 
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The part relating to Genesis, in which this appears (Chapter 38, 13), 
is considered to date from the sixth century. 
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He [Abraham] was given over to Nimrod. [Nimrod] told him: 
“Worship the Fire!’ Abraham said to him: ‘Shall I then worship the 
water, which puts off the fire!’ Nimrod told him: ‘Worship the 
water!’ [Abraham] said to him: ‘If so, shall I worship the cloud, 
which carries the water?’ [Nimrod] told him: ‘Worship the cloud!’ 
[Abraham] said to him: ‘If so, shall I worship the wind, which 
scatters the clouds?’ [Nimrod] said to him: “Worship the wind!’ 
[Abraham] said to him: ‘And shall we worship the human, who 
withstands the wind?’ Said [Nimrod] to him: ‘You pile words upon 
words, I bow to none but the fire — in it shall I throw you, and let the 
Deity to whom you bow come and save you from it!’ 
Haran [Abraham’s brother] was standing there. He said [to himself]: 
what shall I do? If Abraham wins, I shall say: ‘I am of Abraham's 
[followers]’, if Nimrod wins I shall say ‘I am of Nimrod's 
[followers]’. When Abraham went into the furnace and survived, 
Haran was asked: ‘Whose [follower] are you?" and he answered: "I 
am Abraham’s!’. [Then Nimrod’s men] took him and threw him 
into the furnace, and his belly opened and he died and predeceased 
Terah, his father. 
In the Qur°an the story is related in a differrent manner tho the 
outcome is the same. 
When, as we related above, that when °Ibrahim x had destroyed 
the idols his fellow workers were furious and demanded that 
Ibrahim x be arrested. 
“Ibrahim x did not resist; this was precisely what he had been 
aiming for, so that he could bring about a showdown. 
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When he was brought befoe the king (Nimrod) he was asked if he 
were responsible for breaking the idols. Once again he told them 
they should ask the biggest idol since it was he who was found with 
the axe and obviously must be the culprit! They all said that he 
knew well that idols could not speak or move. This gave °*Ibrahim 
¥& the chance to prove the foolishness of worshipping these lifeless 
objects and the utter senselessness of their beliefs; however, their 
arrogance would not allow them to admit their foolishness. All they 
could do was to use their power of authority to punish °Ibrahim >< . 
With anger burning in their hearts, they decided to throw °Ibrahim 
¥& into the biggest fire they could build and the people were ordered 
to gather wood as a service to their gods. 
Next they dug a deep pit, filled it with firewood and lit it and then 
they brought a catapult with which to cast Ibrahim > into the fire. 
“Ibrahim x was put on the catapult, his hands and feet were tied. 
The fire was ready with its flame reaching the sky and the chief 
priest gave his order to cast °Ibrahim » into the fire. 
As this moment the angel Jibril x came near to him and asked: “Oh 
“Ibrahim x do you wish for anything?” To which *Ibrahim x 
replied: “There is nothing I need from you — Allah will suffice.” 
The catapult was released and °Ibrahim x8 was cast into the fire. 
But his descent into the blaze was as a descent on steps in a cool 
garden. The flames were still there, but they did not burn, for Allah 
3 the Almighty had issued this command: 


‘ 3 AF > Ne cole 
ma elaglan 3 ay bbs 
qulna ya naru ktni bardan wa-salaman ‘ala °ibrahim 
We said: O fire, be coolness and peace for °Ibrahim 
(Suratu-l-Ambiyaa° 21:69) 
The fire submitted to the Will of Allah 3%, becoming cool and safe 
for °Ibrahim 3. He sat in the midst of the fire as if he were sitting 
in a garden. There was no space in him for fear or worry. Fear and 
awe were dead, and the fire was turned into coolness, making the air 
pleasant and refreshing. Those who love Allah 3% as Ibrahim x do 
do not fear, for as. Allah 3 has sad Be ee 
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°alaa °inna °awliya-llahi 14 khawfun ‘alayhim wa la itr yahzantin 
“Surely, the friends of Allah 
will feel no fear and will know no sorrow.” 
(Strah Yunus 10:62) 
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After this it was clear that °Ibrahim 3 could no longer remain with 
his father and he resolved to leave both his work and his home, but 
not before making one final attempt to conviince his father, 


bobbed esbubl de bl, ste Shes 


ya °abati °inni qada ja°ani mina- 1-°ilmi 
ma lam ya°tika fa°ttabi‘ni ahdika siratan sawiyya 
“Oh my father, knowledge has come to me which never reached you, 
so follow me and I will guide you to the right path.” 
(Sirah Maryam 19:43) 

His father rejected his call and When °Ibrahim @ realized that no 
one else was going to believe his words he decided to emigrate. He 
left his people and first traveled with his cousin Lit 3 to a city to 
the south of Babylon the south called Ur 

Ur 34 2 ts3 was an important Sumerian city-state in ancient Meso- 
potamia located at the site of modern Tell el-Mugayyar in ‘Iraq’s 
Dhi-l-Qar Governorate. Once a coastal city near the mouth of the 
Euphrates on the Persian Gulf, Ur is now well inland, south of the 
Euphrates on its right bank. Many scholars believe that Ur was the 
original birthplace of *Ibrahim 32. 


He did not however stay in Ur, but soon left for Harran which could 
be reached by following the Tigris directly north. Further it was 
directly linked to Nineveh in the east and from there to Sham 
(Syria) and, then south to what is now Palestine and its capital city, 
the present day Quds ash-Sharif, and from there south east to Egypt. 
This was to be the life changing route that °Ibrahim 3 finally took 
but not after a stay in Harran where he found his wife, Sarai. 

Harran, built by Nimrod, was the chief home of the Mesopotamian 
moon god Sin, under the Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians/Chal- 
deans and remained so even unto Roman times. 
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12.1-3 “And Yahweh said to Abram, “Leave your country and your 
kinsfolk, and your father’s house, for the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. And I will bless 
those who bless you and the one who curses you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth will be blessed.’” 
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“Ibrahim x 
‘Leave — for a land that I will show you.’ °Ibrahim >< (then, as m, 
called Abram) is called to venture into the unknown. The way ahead 
will be revealed to him as he takes the path of obedience. His part is 
to trust and obey. This decision will determine his x whole destiny. 
Indeed it will determine the destiny of the world. 
Allah 3% does not hold back on what is being demanded. It is 
spelled out clearly. He must leave his land, but in return he is 
promised that he x will become ‘a great nation’ and experience 
the special protection of Allah 3%. He is to become ‘a blessing’. 
Indeed the whole earth will be blessed through what Allah 3% does 
through him. He must leave a land to receive a land. He must leave 
kinsfolk in order to become part of a great nation. He must leave his 
close family so that all the world might become his family. This is 
the covenant (ahd) of Allah 3%. Obey, he is told, and you will receive 
over flowing abundance. And Abram believes and obeys. 
In Harran, from which many of the wives of the early prophets 
came, he meets the woman, Sarai (later Sarah), who is to become 
his wife and his life partner. 
Harran was also the home of Laban brother of Rebekah daughter of 
Bethuel, wife of Isaac ("Ishaq x/3L++!), who gave birth to a set of 
twins, Esau (Al Eis) and Jacob (Ya*qub s/45-8 + 4), who later was 
called Israel (Isra°l/: J-:-i!5-~!). Ya°qub x later spent twenty years in 
Harran working for his uncle Laban and finally married two of 
Laban’s daughters Leah and Rachel (as well as two of their servants 
or hand maidens) Rachel was the mother of both the Prophet Yusitf 
¥& who was sold into slavery in Egypt (Mizraim) by his ten older half 
brothers and his younger full brother, Ibn Yamin (Benjamin) . 
All-in-all a very complicated story and it was from all of this that 
came the 12 tribes of °Isma‘il 3, the first born son of *Ibrahim x 
through his wife Hajar who was originally the servant of Sarai in 
Egypt, and the 12 tribes of Israel who derive from the prophet 
“Ishaq x8, his second born son who was borne by Sarai when both 
“Ibrahim x and Sarai were of an advanced age. More of this later. 


To the skeptics and the cynics who do not think much of what they 
often disdainfully refer to as “Bible History” which they take to 
somehow be a fabricated and second rate form of the real History. 
To such a person I would say look at the present political situation, 
prevailing in the world, especially that of the Middle East, in which 
this story is still working its way through and which shows every 
sign and possiblity of ending with a bang rather than a whimper. 
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In any case °*Ibrahim 3 and Sarai left Harran when he was seventy 
five and made their way first to Palestine and its capital city —- Salem. 
And it is here, according to many scholars that *Ibrahim came 
into contact with the Righteous King of Salem (Malik Sadiq/ 
PTX-27n malkh-i-sidaq/) who revealed the whole story of the stars, 
the moon and the sun though other scholars say this meeting was 
earlier with a desert wise man of the same name who taught 
“Ibrahim x the truth of the One El(llah) and the lie of idolatry 
which allowed him to see thought the myth of the idol factory. 
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(places in Palestine connected with °Ibrahim x) 
It was in Palestine that Yahweh appeared to Abram (*Ibrahim 3) 
and said, “To your progeny I will give this land. And there he built 
an altar to Yahweh who appeared to him.’” (Genesis 12:7) 
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This is the first theophany (awesome experience of G-d or El) 
received by Abram in the land of Palestine. It confirms that he had 
finally arrived at the place to which El(llah)has sent him. This land 
is the land promised to him, the land that El (lah) would show him 
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“T will make you into a great nation,and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12.2). 
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“And he removed from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel 
(= ‘the house(beth/bayt/ N22 /=——) of El(llah), and pitched his tent, 
having Bethel to the West and Ai to the East.” (Genesis 12: 8) 
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“And there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of 
the Lord.” The altar would be built of earth for the purpose of 
offering a burnt offering in gratitude to El(llah). We we are 
reminded that this word ‘offering’ refers to an act of worship which 
entails the sacrifice of something living. 
| naa Wey TIN DIAN YX 
“And Abram journeyed going on towards the Negev.” (Genesis 12:9) 
The Negev was the semi-aridic southern highland ideal for grazing 
sheep, sloping southward between what would be, in time, his final 
resting place, al-Khalil (JA!) (Hebron/112M) and Bir Sab‘a (Seven 
Wells), the southernmost part of the ‘promised’ land. *Ibrahim 3 
has now passed through the whole of the land, surveying it in the 
name of the Lord, El(1lah), and seeking pasture. The Negev was to 
be his new home.(As a side note the route taken by °Ibrahim > also 
fits in with what we know of the people from this period, who kept 
to the hills and avoided the cities of the coastal plain. 
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“And there came a famine in the land, and Abram went down into 
AEgypt (Misr/,—»~-/Mizraim/D71X))) to sojourn there, for the famine 
was sore on the land.’ (Genesis 12.10 ) 
It is clear that by this time Abram has been some time in the land 
and, as it is well known, from time to time the rains fail and results 
in severe famine. As such the Holy Land was always vulnerable to 
famine because it was so totally dependent on rain, so Abram makes 
for Agypt. 
Because of the Nile, which overflowed its banks seasonally and 
kept the ground well watered, A2gypt was usually protected from the 
worst aspects of famine, although, rarely, they did happen even 
there as we nknow from the story of Yisuf and the seven lean and 
seven fat years. We also know that people often sought refuge in 
AZgypt at such times and were accepted by the people of Egypt who 
were (and are) well known for their generosity to those in need 
regardless of their own state and situation. 
FS. 


"Ibrahim x 
As with much of the narrative it reads as though Abram were almost 
on his own, but it is commonplace in ancient literature to depict the 
activity of a group in terms of its leader unless there is an intention 
to make a specific impression. But whilst the narrative refers mainly 
speaks of Abram it is well known that he was a leader or tribal chief 
of those who travelled with him, including his cousin Lot (Lit x) 
also a sub cheiftan under Abram. 
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“And it happened that when he was on the verge of entering Egypt 
he said to Sarai his wife, ‘Look now, I know that you are a very 
beautiful woman. And when the A2gyptians see you they will say 
‘this is his wife’, and they will kill me and keep you alive. I beg 
you, say you are my sister so that it may be well with me for your 
sake, and that my soul may live because of you’”. (Genesis 12. 
11-13) 
Sarai’s beauty must have been exceptionally outstanding for Abram 
to have this fear, for he would have had his retainers with him. 
Abram had nothing to judge the Egyptians by except hearsay for he 
knew nothing about Agypt save that it was a powerful nation and 
famine would have left him and his those with him somewhat weak 
and frail for they, after all, were coming to beg for help. 
Furthermore we learn later that this habit of describing Sarai as his 
sister was a policy he had settled on long before when he first ‘left 
his father’s house’ (20.13). The statement was true in terms of those 
days. She was in fact his half-sister (20.12). In fairness to Abram it 
must be recognised that while this was undoubtedly because he was 
concerned for his own life he also has in mind Sarai’s safety. He no 
doubt thought that if men killed him for his wife, his wife would 
become their plaything. But if they saw the opportunity of wooing 
Sarai they might well treat him well with a view to a respectable 
marriage, giving them the opportunity to move on in safety. 
The plan may have worked well elsewhere, but here it misfired. 
What he could not have foreseen given his lack of knowledge of 
A2gypt that the policy of the Pharaoh (fir°awn/5s---+»--) (like many 
kings) was to have men constantly on the lookout for beautiful 
women that he might add to his household. 
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“And it happened that when Abram had arrived in Agypt the 
Aégyptians saw that Sarai was indeed very beautiful, and the princes 
of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh and the woman was 

taken into the house of Pharaoh.” (Genesis 12.14-15) 


The description fits well with what would be expected to happen in 
a case like this. It bears all the marks of genuineness. First the 
Egyptians in general begin to praise her beauty, and the word gets 
around. Then the princes of Pharaoh, always eager to win his 
favour, would hear about her and have her appraised. Then she is 
‘taken into the house of Pharaoh’. 


This does not mean that Pharaoh ever saw her. He had many women 
in his household and she was but one among many. It is however 
clear, from the account in Genesis, that Abram was respected 
enough as a petty chief to have her treated properly. 


“And he (Pharaoh) treated Abram well for her sake, and he had 
sheep and oxen and was given asses, and menservants and 
maidservants, and she both asses and camels.” (Genesis 12:16) 
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But the size of his ‘household’ was also increased. Many more men 
now served under him. His power and effectiveness was thus 
extended. 
At some point Pharaoh must have visited the particular palace 
where Sarai dwelt and some dreadful illness clearly ensued there. 
Enquiries would then be made as to new arrivals to explain the 
problem, and diviners would be consulted. The Lord may have 
spoken to them as he later spoke to the soothsayer Balaam. 
Certainly in some way they learned the truth about Sarai. 
“And Yahweh plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues, 
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.” (Genesis 12.17 ) 
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It is even possible that Abram or one of his servants might have 
arranged for the news to reach the ear of someone influential. 
Abram must have been devastated at what had happened and not 
have known what to do about it. 
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But when news of the illness in the palace reached him he may have 
seen it as an opportunity from El(1lah), and acted. Alternately Sarai 
may have communicated the message to someone influential in the 
household of Pharaoh and spoken of what the Lord of Abram would 
do in the light of the circumstances. 
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“And Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this that you have 
done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why 
did you say ‘she is my sister’. Now therefore here is your wife. 
Take her and leave.’ And Pharaoh gave men charge concerning 
him, and they brought him on the way, and his wife, and all that he 
had.” (Genesis 12.18-20 ) 
It is clear from the Genesis narrative that whatever the illness was it 
was sufficient to awe Pharaoh enough to prevent him taking 
revenge on Abram. Rather than punish him he wants this man with 
his powerful God to be well out of his way. Pharaoh the god is 
afraid of Yahweh. There is the specific idea here that Abram was at 
fault. So Abram is escorted to the frontier and firmly ejected from 
Egypt. But he is allowed to take his gifts with him. 
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“And Abram went up out of Egypt, he and his wife, and all that he 
had, and Lot with him, into the Negev.” (Genesis 13.1) 
The sentence confirms immediately that Abram had _ been 
accompanied by his family tribe and by his nephew. They return to 
the Negev, to the land that El(1lah) had promised Abram. 
:Antar DI24a nipna TN) T22 DIAN) 
“And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver and in gold.” 
(Genesis 13.2) 
So his contest with Pharaoh has been to his benefit. We are surely to 
see that this great wealth is at least partly due to his visit to Aigypt. 
Rather than destroying him it has enriched him, and this can only 
have been because Yahweh was with him. The mention of silver 
and gold suggests that Abram whilst in Aigypt had engaged in 
trading as well as his earlier possession of flocks and herds. 


=e 


~20- 


"Ibrahim x 
WR DIAN TY IN -MA -TyL AN PyPN? 72. 
OYA PP IX -12 p2 NINN. (Pp WAY) [2 AX] OY mA 
“And he went on his journeys from the Negev, even to Bethel, to 
the place where his tent had been at the beginning between Bethel 
and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there at the 
beginning, and there Abram called on the name of Yahweh.” 
Relieved and full of praise in his heart to El(llah) for his 
preservation, Abram takes his tribe back to the cult’s altar, and there 
he leads the tribe in worship. At this stage the area of Bethel is 
clearly looked on as their permanent ‘home’, in as far as a tribe, 
whose main activity was herding, and who thus had to continually 
seek pasturage, could have a permanent home. 
This establishes that Abram and his family tribe are now semi- 
nomads. They make some place their centre but move out from that 
place to pasture their flocks and herds. They must seek places where 
there is water. At times they must seek higher ground. When the 
fields in the lowlands have been harvested they can, by agreement, 
pasture their flocks on the stubble. At the same time, as we shall see 
later, they are not averse to planting crops and to some extent 
settling down. Thus they must remain within touch of civilisation, 
for cities are built where there is a good supply of water, and fields 
are usually sown where there are men to eat their produce, and 
civilisation has much to offer in the way of culture and education. 
Yet they avoid becoming too involved and they stay away from 
places where they will not be welcome. 
“And Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and 
tents. And the land was not able to bear them that they might dwell 
together, for their substance was so great that they could not dwell 
together.” (Genesis 13.5-6 ) 
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The riches gathered in Aégypt have altered the situation. There is no 
longer room for both sub-tribes to stay together. 
“And Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife, I beg you, between 
me and you, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen. For we 
are close relatives. Is not the whole land in front of you? Separate 
yourself, I pray, from me. If you will take the left hand, then I will 
go to the right. Or if you take the right hand then I will go to the 
left.” (Genesis 13.8-9) 
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The greatness of Abram is brought out in these words. As senior, 
and almost certainly leader of the largest sub-tribe, he could have 
claimed precedence. But he wants no rancor between them. He is 
happy for Lot to choose which way to go and then he will take the 
other. There will be no hard feelings. They are still bound together 
as close relatives, but they must consider the facts of the situation. It 
is therefore regrettably necessary for them to separate. Abram trusts 
in E](11ah) to ensure that they will all end up in the right place. 
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“And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the Circle of Jordan, that it 
was well watered everywhere before Yahweh destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, like the garden of Yahweh, like the land of Egypt as you 
go to Zoar.” (Genesis 13.10 ) 
Lot carries out his research carefully (he could not do this by 
literally just ‘looking up’). He travelled around and weighed up the 
opportunities. And as he stood in the hills and looked down over the 
Jordan and its surrounds and saw how well-watered and fruitful the 
plain was, the Circle of Jordan, with the Jordan running through it, 
and fed by other rivers, he was impressed. Later this area would 
become spoiled by salt and bitumen, but at this time it was fair to 
look at and enticing. All of this he took into consideration, as he 
began his mission to bring the Message to those who lived there. 
“As you go to Zoar’, that is in the direction of Zoar, which is at the 
tip of the Dead Sea as it is after the destruction of the cities.” 
The land that Lot sees is almost like Eden but there is an ominous 
shadow of lying over the two cities. It is beautiful, but there is sin in 
the land that Lot does not yet realise it, 


For, even though he is under the protection of Yahweh, he also is 
thinking in terms of increasing his and his tribes wealth and the land 
that he sees in front of him is promising if not yet quite promised. 
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“So Lot chose for himself all the Circle of Jordan, and Lot jour- 
neyed east, and they (he and his cousin, Ibrahim x) separated 
themselves, the one from the other.” 
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“And Yahweh said to Abram after Lot had separated from him, 
‘Lift up your eyes now and look from the place where you are 
northward and southward, and eastward and westward. For all the 
land which you see, to you I will give it and to your children for 
ever. And I will make your seed as the dust of the earth, so that if a 
man can count the dust of the earth then shall your seed also be 
countable.’ (Genesis 13.14-16 ) 


I ask the listener/readers indulgence here for this long narrative 
extracted from the Book of Genesis in the Tanakh (Hebrew: 7"1n) 
or the Migra “that which is read”, since, while the story of °Ibrahim 
x is found in the Qur’an, it is not in the form of a narrative as, 
generally speaking, Qur°an is not a narrative but rather is a bundle 
of scintillating points of light used to illustrate certain points which 
Allah 3% chooses to make in order that people could, would and 
will, understand various well-known ‘folk; stories of their culture. 
Even though we have some vestigal recollections of this living in 
the Judeo/Christian (or more accurately Greco/Roman) culture of 
America all of these stories of the prophets and various kindoms 
were as alive to the people who lived from the time of Misa x and 
“Isa x (Jesus) up to late Ottoman times just as soap operas or TV 
dramas are “alive” to the people of today. These were stories told by 
of the descendents of the Jewish priestly caste of the Cohens or 
Kahins in Arabic; the soothsayers of Arabia who spoke in rhymed 
sdj, a Style of declamation used by story tellers who populated wine 
shops and, later, coffee shops and chai khanas and other such places 
found throughout the classical world, both East and West. 


Since the general population were aware of these, often long complex 
genealogical narratives, when Allah 3& revealed the Qur°an it was 
not necessary to relate the entire narrative but rather to use stories 
extracted from those narratives to make or clarify certain points. 


This has caused literal minded latter time uneducated western readers 

to complain that the Qur°’an is just “a hodge-podge of unrelated 

stories and out of synch chapters” that “follow the fables found in 

Talmud, which is where Mohamad (sic) got ideas for his religion.” 
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In any case there are those who know and those who don’t know 
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>afaman ' sharaha- llahu sadrahu ]-il-°islami 
fa huwa ‘ala nurin mir-rabbihi 
fawaylun li-l-qasiyati qulibuhum min dhikri-lahi 
°ulaa°ika fi dalalim-mubin 
Shall he then whose heart Allah hath expanded for Islam, 
so that he followeth a light from his Lord 
be as he whose heart is hardened? 
Then woe unto those whose hearts are hardened 


against remembrance of Allah — they are lost in a maze of error. 
(Stratu- -z-Zumar 39:22) 
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hal yastaw-l-ladhina ya‘lamtn eae la ya‘alamun 
are those who know and those who do not know —equal? 
(Stratu-z-Zumar 39:9) 

Now with everybody in their place the next major question was the 
burning desire of *Ibrahim x for a son to succeed him for he was 
now in his nineties as was his wife and it did not seem that they 
would ever have a child as it appeared that Sarai was barren. 
Now when they were in A2gypt Sarai has been given a handmaiden 
by the Pharaoh whose name was Hajar (Arabic: .=4, Hajar/Hebrew: 
14m) who served her mistress for some ten years. After they came 
out of Agypt. Hajar was offered, by Sarai, to Abram to be as a 
second wife. because Sarai had been barren for so long and sought a 
way to fulfill the promise of El (lah). (Genesis 16:3). 
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According to Qisas al-Anbiya, a collection of tales about the Pro- 
phets 22, Hajar was the daughter of the King of Maghrib, and a 
descendant of the prophet Salih x. Her father was killed in battle 
by Pharaoh and she was captured and taken as slave. Later, because 
of her royal blood, she was made mistress of the female slaves and 
given access to all of Pharaoh's wealth. 
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The name “Hajar” comes from Ha ajruka in Arabic which has the 
meaning “here is your recompense”’. 
Abram married Hajar and within a short time she became pregnant 
and when her time came she gave °Ibrahim x the son he had for so 
many years waited — his name was °Isma‘il x (Arabic: J--e —)/ 
Hebrew: 2Xynw*) meaning “El(1ah) has heard”. 
According to Ibn Abbas 2, Isma‘il’s x birth to Hajar caused strife 
between her and Sarai. “Ibrahim x at the command of El(Ilah) 
brought Hajar and their son to a land called Paran-aram or Faran in 
Arabic (in latter days this was understood to be the land surrounding 
Makkah). The objective of this journey was to ‘resettle’ rather than 
‘expel’ Hajar. [brahim x left Hajar and Isma‘il x and provided 
them with skin of water. Hajar, learning that Allah 3& had ordered 
“Ibrahim x to leave her in the desert of Paran, respected his 
decision. As Muslims we believe that Ibrahim x was ordered by 
Allah 3% to leave Hajar in order to test his obedience and her loyalty. 
Hajar soon ran out of water, and Isma‘il 2, an infant at that time, 
began to die. Hajar panicked and ran between two nearby hills, Safa 
and Marwah, repeatedly in search for water. After her seventh run, 
Isma‘il x hit the ground with his heel and caused a miraculous well 
to spring from the earth. In other stories it is said that the Angel 
Jibril x scooped the well out of the ground. In any case this is the 
origin of Zamzam located a few metres from the Ka°bah in Makkah. 
The incident of her running between the Safa and Marwah hills is 
remembered by all Muslims when we perform our pilgrimage (Hajj) 
at Makkah. Part of the pilgrimage is to run seven times between the 
hills, in commemoration of Hajar’s courage and to symbolize the 
celebration of motherhood in °Islam as well as the leadership of 
women. To complete the task Muslims also drink from the Well of 
Zamzam and take some of the water back home from pilgrimage in 
memory of Hajar. 
As *Ibrahim 3 took leave of °Isma‘il x and Hajar in the desert he 
made a very significant dua’. ia eS 
eS ea ogy ol CNO soley. 
rabbi °ijal hadha-l-balada 4minan wa °janubai 
wa baniyya an na°buda al-asnam 
My Lord! Make this land a place of safety 


and keep me and my progeny from worshipping idols. 
(Surah Ibrahim 14:35) 
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he continued: 
pedo stalgg- aS] SE 
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rabbana °inni °askantu min dhurriyyati bi-wadin ghayri dhi zar“in 
“inda baytika-l-muharrami rabbana li-yuqimi -s—salata 
fa-ja°al af°idatan mina-n-nasi tahwi °ilayhim 
wa-r—zughum mina-th-thamarati la°allahum yasbkurtn 
Our Lord! 
I have settled some of my offspring by Your Sacred House 
in an barren desert valley. 
Our Lord! Let them establish salat! 
Make the hearts of mankind incline towards them 


and provide them with fruits, so that hopefully they will be thankful. 
(soph Ibrahim 14:37) 


LI aS Sit esll Je hla ibs Lig ph lca by 


rabbana -innaka ta©lamu ma nukbfi wa ma nu‘linu wa ma yakhbfa 
“ala-llahi mifi shay°in fi-l-°ardi wa 1a fi-s-sama? 

Our Lord! You know what we keep hidden and what we divulge. 
Nothing is hidden from Allah either on the earth or in heaven. 
(Sirah Ibrahim 14:38) 

=o Ke 

He departed after making some more du°a° and thirteen years 
passed until Abram was 99 years old when El(1lah) spoke to him 
again but in the Name of “El-Shaddai.” It means that El(1ah) is all- 
sufficient and mighty — saying: (Genesis 17:1) 
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“*T am El-Shaddai; walk before me and be blameless.’” 


He then told him that his name was to be changed to Abraham or 
[brahim x which means the father of a multitude. (Genesis 17:5) 
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and further told him 
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“T will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers.” (Genesis 17:2) 
SWAN? DIN IN ATL VIN —-IY DIAN 29 
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At this “Abram fell facedown, as El(1lah) said to him “As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the father of many 
nations.” (Genesis 17:3-4) 

The Lord then expanded and defined the covenant, saying, 
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“As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants 
after you for the generations to come. This is my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every 
male among you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo circum- 
cision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. 
(Genesis 17:9-11) 
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The Lord also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no 
longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and 
will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be 
the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 

(Genesis 17:15-16) (n.b,; the name Sarah means ‘Princess’ ) 
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The Lord further told him, “Your wife Sarah will bear you a son, 
and you will call him Isaac. (*Ishag 2 3--»—.!) and I will establish 
my covenant with him as well as an everlasting covenant for his 
descendants after him. (Genesis 17:19) 
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One note here is male circumcision is also among the rites of 
Islam and is part of the fitrah (8-44), or the innate disposition and 
natural character and instinct of the human creation.which Allah 
3 has gifted his servants with, and encouraged them to follow, so 
that they attain a high degree of respectability and dignity.” 
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Doing this is in accord with Allah 3 ordering Prophet Muhammad 
& to follow the religion of °Ibrahim 3 ee! 2s 


SS Glebe tisnsplaLgiviallea ss 


thumma Sawhayna *ilayka °ani °ittabi® millata °ibrahima hanifan 
wama kana mina-l-mushrikin 
“Then We revealed to you: ‘Follow the religion of *Ibrahim, 
a man of pure natural belief. He was not one of the idolaters.” 
(Stratu-n-Nahl 16:123) 

Now we have reached a mid-point or a place of relative equilibrium 
in recounting the life of the Prophet °*Ibrahim 32. 
I have attempted to explain, as it were both sides of the stories. but 
there is a little more to go with this mid-point before we go on to the 
finality, in this world at least, of the life of the Prophet °Ibrahim >. 
Here I would like to touch briefly on what is called the Philoxeny of 


"Ibrahim & i an sy 
CxS pla rue Jie 
hal °ataka hadithu dayfi °ibrahim-l-mukramin 
“Has the story of the honored guests of °I[brahim reached you?” 
(Stratu-dh-Dhariyat 51:24) 
“When they entered his house and said, ‘Peace.’ He answered, 
‘Peace, strangers!”. Then he went discreetly to his family and [they] 
brought forth a fat [roasted] calf and he set it before them and said, 
“Will you not eat?” And he became aprehensive of them for they 
did not eat of the meal. They said, “Fear not,’ and gave him good 
news of a wise young son. Then his wife [Sarah] came forward with 
a cry [of alarm] and slapped her face [in astonishment] saying, “An 
barren old woman like me?” They said, ‘So says your Lord, indeed, 
He is the Wise, the Knowing.’” (Siratu-dh-Dhariyat 51:25-30). In 
this way does Allah 3 tell of his promise of the gift of °Ishaq x to 
“Ibrahim x and Sarah. 
*Ibrahim x was known as the‘Father of guests’ because he was so 
hospitable. And because of his great hospitality, Allah 3% always 
sent him an angel to keep company with him, so that °Ibrahim x 
would not have to sit and eat alone. It is said that the three angels 
who visited °Ibrahim x are called ‘honored’ because °Ibrahim 3, 
the Intimate Friend (al-khalil/J +) of Allah 3%, served them 
himself. 
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A year later later when °Ibrahim > reached the age of 100, (the 
above event happened when *Ibrahim : was 99) Sarah gave birth 
to her son °Ishaq 2 (meaning “he who laughs’) in the city of al- 
Khalil (Hebron). He was circumcised when he was eight days old in 
accord with the covenant mentioned earlier. 
[By way of an historical note: Sarah died near al-Khalil, at the age 
of 127 and °Ibrahim > too is buried there in the cave of Machpelah, 
which he bought for 400 shekels from a Hittite who took advantage 
of his grievous state and overcharged him. °*Ibrahim x had never 
owned a piece of land in his entire life until he bought that cave for, 
as a nomad, he never needed a place in which to live, but according 
to one scholar “the dead require a permanent resting place.” 
Afterwards °Ibrahim x took a new wife, Keturah, who gave him 
six more children, some with Arabic names and others with Hebrew 
names. He also found a wife — Rebecca from Nahor near Haran in 
northern Mesopotamia — for °Ishaq x. °Ibrahim : himself died at 
the age of 175. The two brothers, who were also Prophets, Isma“il 
x and °Ishaq x, reunited to bury him in Machpelah next to Sarah. 
Later, °Ishaq x and his wife Rebekah, and their son, the Prophet 
Yaqub x and his wife Leah were buried there too. Isma‘il x is 
buried in Makkah next to the Ka°bah with his mother Hajar &. 
But to continue with the story. When the angels 3¢% left °Ibrahim »@ 
and Sarah two of the angels went on to visit °Ibrahim’s * cousin 
Lut x and the story that follows is used to demonstrate the dis- 
approval of rape and homosexuality in the Judeo/°Islamic context. 
Lit x as you will remember when he parted from °Ibrahim x went 
into Moab in what is now southern Jordan to the land in which 
Sodom and Gomorrah were the chief cities to preach to the people 
on monotheism and to stop them from their lustful and violent acts. 
According to both the Qur°an and the Tanakh (J"1n), the messages 
of Lut x8 were ignored by the inhabitants and Sodom and Gomorrah 
who were subsequently destroyed. They cannot be exactly located, 
but it may be supposed that they were somewhere in the plain east 
of the Dead Sea. The story of their destruction is told in the 19th 
chapter of Genesis and in Strah Hud 11:77-83 in the Qur’an. 
Two angels in the form of handsome young men came to Lit x in 
the evening and became his guests by night. The inhabitants of 
Sodom in their lust for unnatural sex imagined there was something 
going on and invaded the house of Lut x but were repulsed. The 
angels warned Lit x to escape with his family. 
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“Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and He overthrew those cities, 
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back from behind him, 
and she became a pillar of salt.” (Gen. 19:24—26). Note that the 
people of Lut x are people to whom he is sent on a mission. He 
was not of them, as was Shu‘ayb x. But he looked upon the people 
there as brothers, as a Prophet 2¢% always does. 
Here,in translation, is how Allah 3% describes what happened. 
“77, And when Our messengers [the two Angels] came to Lit, he 
was anxious for them, feeling powerless to protect them, and said, 
“This is a truly terrible day!’ 78. His people came rushing towards 
him; they used to commit foul deeds. He said, ‘Oh my people, here 
are my daughters. Guard your selves against evil for the sake of 
Allah and do not disgrace me with my guests. Is there not a single 
rightly guided man among you?’ 79. They said, ‘You know very 
well that we have no use for your daughters. You know very well 
what we want.’ 80. He said, ‘If only I had the strength to stop you 
or could could find some strong support to rely upon!’ 81. They [the 
Angelic messengers] said, “Oh Lit, we are the messengers of your 
Lord. They [your enemies] will never reach you. Leave now with 
your household in the dead of night, and let none among you look 
back. Only your wife will suffer the fate that will befall the others. 
Their appointed time is the morning and is the morning not near?’ 
82. And so when Our Order came to pass, We overthrew their town 
and turned it upside down and rained down stones of burning clay 
on it — layer upon layer, 83. earmarked by your Lord. [And these 
punishments] are not far from the evildoers.” 
We should remark that when the Angels 2¢% visited °Ibrahim x as 
his guests and gave him glad tidings of a wise son they also told 
him that they had been sent by Allah 3% to the “guilty people” of 
Lit x to destroy them with “a shower of stones of clay” and deliver 
Lit x and those who believed in him, except his wife, saying “she 
is of those who look back and lag behind.” Allah 3% paints the wife 
of Lut x as an “example for the unbelievers” as she was married to 
a righteous man but cheated him by not believing in his message 
and thus, along with them, suffered her terrible fate. 
The people of the Overturned Cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, the 
twin cities which Lut x was sent to with the message of Allah 3%, 
transgressed consciously against the limits set by Allah 3%. 
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Their avarice led to inhospitality and robbery, which in turn led to 
the humiliation of strangers by mistreatment and rape. But above all 
was their immoral act of homosexuality which was symptomatic of 
their attitudes, and when Lit x urging them to abandon their 
transgressions which were against the limits (hudiid) set by Allah 
3, they ridiculed him and threatened him with violence. 
When the two Angels x@ in the disguise of handsome young boys 
came to Lut x», he became distressed, knowing the character of the 
people, and feeling himself powerless to protect the visitors against 
the unbridled desires of the residents of the city. He said, “This is a 
terrible day.” When the people — overjoyed at the news of some new 
young boys in the village — came to snatch them away from Lit 3, 
he tried to convince them to refrain from practising their lusts on the 
visitors, and offered, in their stead, his own daughters in marriage in 
return for the free release of the angels. But they were unrelenting, 
replying. “Well you know we have no need of your daughters: 
indeed you know exactly who and what we want!” Allah 3& says 
“they moved blindly in the frenzy of approaching death’. 
Lut x» was powerless to protect the boys, who revealed to him that 
they were indeed Angels x@ sent by Allah 3% to punish the people 
for their transgressions. They advised Lit x to leave the place 
during the night and never look back, informing him that his wife 
would be left behind on account of her own sinful nature and that 
they “were about to bring down upon the folk of this township a 
fury from the sky because they are evil-doers.” Keeping his faith in 
Allah sy, Lut 2, left his home and the cities during the night with 
his family and others who believed in him, and only his wife stayed 
behind. When morning came, Allah 3% turned the cities upside 
down, and rained stones down on them. We know from archeo- 
logical investigations that the area is vulnerable to earthquakes. 
Geological and archaeological evidence suggest that a huge 
earthquake took place about four and a half thousand years ago — 
the time of the destruction described in both Tanakh and Qur’an. 
Flammable methane pockets lie under the Dead Sea shores; the 
earthquake would have ignited them, the ground would have turned 
to quicksand, and a massive landslide would have swept the cities 
into the water coupled with a volcanic eruption which transforned 
the sand into fiery stones hard as baked clay which put a final end to 
the lives and misdeeds of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
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“flee to the mountains or you will be swept away...” 
(Genesis 19:17) 
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weenie to the Bible Lot (19) and his two of his daughters 
escaped to Zoar, located in the higher elevation above the plain 
(today known as the Jordan Valley). They found refuge in a cave. 
The husbands of all Lot’s other daughters (the number of Lot's 
sons-in-law is not given) had refused to leave, therefore they and his 
other daughters by his wife Ado (turned to salt) perished in Sodom. 

Genesis 19:31-38 records these two virgin daughters who escaped 
with Lot were concerned about his no longer having children. In 
fact in reading Genesis 19:31, it almost looks as though they pre- 
sumed that the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah was a world- 
wide destruction and that there were no more men on the earth. 

The two remaining daughters were not married as they were virgins 
too young for marriage and under the spiritual protection of Lot, 
and therefore saved from destruction. They were in the house with 
their mother Ado when the time came to flee. They did — she didn’t. 
According to Genesis 19:31-38 after the destruction these two 
daughters thought no man was left in Lot’s lineage. This is because 
their brothers all died in Sodom. They engaged in incest with their 
father and had his offspring in order to preserve his seed. 
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Again, according to Biblical sources, the firstborn daughter bore a 
son and named him Moab, who became the father of that nation. 
The second daughter bore a son and named him Ben-Ammi, who 
became the father of the Ammonites (mostly the nation of Jordan) 
who were treated as family upon the entry of the Children of Israel 
into the promised land due to the relation bewteen Abraham and 
Lot, although later they considered each other enemies and 
frequently engaged in war with one another. 
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Allah x makes clear in Qur°an that Lot or Lit (k;—~) is a prophet, 
and since all prophets are known to be examples of moral and spir- 
itual rectitude these stories of incest are known to be false 
After the death of Lut x (when °Ishaq 2 was 39) he was buried 
near to Bani Na‘im ( ~+~= +.) which is a Palestinian town in the 
southern West Bank located five miles east of al-Khalil (Hebron) 
which is the final resting place of Ibrahim x and °Ishaq x and 
Yaqub x and their various wives. The tomb of Lit * was con- 
verted into a masjid when *Islamic rule began and remained so 
under Crusader rule. This tomb is known as Maqam an-Nabi Yatin 
(“Shrine of the Truthful Prophet). Local legend claims Lit 
prayed at the site and imprints of his feet in a rock there are visible. 
The tombs of the daughters of Lit x are on an opposite hill nearby. 
According to both Muslim and Christian tradition, Bani Na‘im is 
the place where Abraham, after the departure of the angels, saw the 
smoke of Sodom and Gomorrah “rising as the smoke of a furnace”. 


Kufic inscriptions on the front entrance to the masjid state that the 
scholar ‘Abdullah bin Muhammad declared “the hills, the plains, 
the buildings, the paths, the gardens, the trees and the passage that 
transverses it” are an endowment “for the prophet Lut 2, son of 
Haran, brother of °Ibrahtm x the friend (al-Khalil) of Allah the 
Compassionate may the blessings of Allah be upon them ...” 
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As we mentioned earlier the destruction of the Cities of the Plain — 
or the the Cities Overturned (L4+--4sL..) as Allah 3& calls them took 
place the day after the Philoxeny of ’Ibrahim *& when he was 99 
years old and the birth of the his second son came a year later when 
he had reached the age of 100 and Sarah was 90 when she gave 
birth to her son *Ishaq x. 
Immediately after Sarah gave birth to her son *Ishaq x conflict 
arose, as Sarah wanted no part of any other son who might claim the 
inheritance of his father. According to Biblical tradition she ordered 
her husband, °Ibrahim +, to “Get rid of that brown skinned slave 
woman and her son, for I do not want that slave woman’s son will to 
ever share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” 
(What one can see here is, perhaps, one of the earliest manifestation 
of Jewish exceptionalism which holds that Judaism is “exceptional” 
(unusual or extraordinary) in some unique magical way and so does 
not need to conform to normal rules or general principles — this idea 
continues in the form of Zionism in the present day.) 
In any case this story differs from Qur°anic and °Islamic accounts in 
which one day °*Ibrahitm x woke up, and in response to a veridical 
dream, asked his wife Hajar to get her son and prepare for a long 
journey even though the child was still nursing and not yet weaned. 
I related this earlier but, briefly, °Ibrahim x travelled south with his 
wife and child through cultivated land, desert, and mountains until 
he reached the desert of Paran in the Arabian Peninsula and came to 
an uncultivated valley having no fruit, no trees, no food, no water or 
any other sign of life. After °Ibrahim x had settled his wife and 
child he left them with a small amount of food and water which was 
hardly enough for two days. He then turned around and walked 
away. He wife hurried after him asking: “Where are you going 
Ibrahim 38, leaving us in this barren valley?” 
“Ibrahim x did not answer her, but continued walking. She 
repeated what she had said, but he remained silent. Finally she 
understood that he was not acting on his own initiative. She realized 
that Allah 3% had commanded him to do this. She asked him 
directly: “Did Allah 3% command you to do so?” He replied: "Yes." 
Then his believing and great wife said: “We are not going to be lost, 
since Allah 3% Who has commanded you to do this is with us.” 
It was then that °Ibrahim x made his well known supplication that 
Allah 3% “would fill some hearts among men with love towards 
them, and provide them with fruits so that they may give thanks.” 
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And concluded his supplication by saying, “Oh our Lord! Certainly, 


You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the 
earth or in the heavens is hidden from Allah.” (14:37-38) 
With the birth of his second born son, °Ishaq :& , and all that has 
come after it we come to the major dividing point in the history of 
Semitic monotheism which hinges on who exactly °Ibrahim x 
attempted to sacrifice and, when we look deeply into the story, why? 
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Some time later G-d tested Abraham saying “Abraham!” “Here I 
am,” he replied. Then G-d said, “Take your son, your only son, 
(emphasis added) Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains I will tell you about.” This according to Genesis 22:1-2 
Whereas in Qur°an we find a very different story! 
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fa-lamma balagha ma‘ahu-s-sa‘ ya 
qala ya bunayya °inni arya fi-l-manami °anni ’adubahuka 
fa°n-dbur madha taray? 
qala ya °abati-af°al ma tu°maru satajiduni °in sha°a-llahu mina-s-sabirin 
Then when he (his son) reached the age of working with him, he said, 
“Oh my son, surely I see in a dream 
(Literally: in the time of sleeping) 
that I should sacrifice you ; so, look, what do you see?” 
He said, “Oh my father, do whatever you are commanded; 
you will find me, Allah willing, among the patient.” 
(Stirah Saaaffat 37:105) 
To this writer, the crucial phrase in Genesis is “your only son” 
which can also be translated as your “first born son” which clearly 
points to Isma‘il x rather than °Ishaq 3 as the intended sacrfice. 
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This could also be translated as “[One day,] when the child had 
become old enough to share in his [father's] work, [Literally had 
“attained to [the age of] walking [or striving] with him” which is a 
metonym for the child’s attaining to an age when he could under- 
stand, and share in, his father’s faith and aims] his father said: “Oh 
my son! I have seen in a dream or sleep that I should sacrifice you: 
consider, then, what would be your view!" [His son] answered: “O 
my father! Do what you have been told to do: you will find me, 
Allah willing, among those who are patient!” 
The story, a story of sacrifice, as most Muslims know, goes like 
this. One of the main trials in the life of °Ibrahim x was to face the 
implications of a dream he had in which he “saw” he was to 
sacrifice his first born son Isma°il x about the time Isma°1l * was 
13 (Ibrahim x at that time was 112), Allah 3% decided to test their 
faith in and submission to Allah 3% in public. 
This was an almost unimaginable act — sacrificing his first born son, 
who Allah 3% had granted to him after many years of deep prayer. 
“Ibrahim 3 knew that the dreams of the prophets were one of the 
ways Allah 3% communicated with his Prophets 2. He was also 
not totally sure that this was the command of Allah 3% Who he 
knew to be most Merciful and compassionate or just a dream that 
had arisen due to the difficulties he faced having two sons by two 
very different mothers. 
“Ibrahim x struggled with this until he was convinced and was 
ready to sacrifice Isma°il x for the sake of Allah 3%, but he could 
not sacrifice Isma°il x without getting his consent. Isma°il x had 
to be consulted as to whether he was willing to give up his life as 
fulfillment of what was afterall only a dream. This consultation, in 
turn, was a major test of the maturity of Isma°il x in faith, love and 
commitment to Allah 3%, and his willingness to obey his father and 
sacrifice his own life for the sake of the order of Allah 2% 
Ibrahim x presented the matter to Isma°il x and asked for his 
opinion about the dream. The reaction of Isma°il x was absolutely 
astounding. He did not show any hesitation or reservation even for a 
moment and simply said, “Father, do what you have been 
commanded. You will find me, °in shaa°allah, to be patient.” His 
mature response, his deep insight into the nature of his father’s 
dream, his own deep commitment to Allah 3%, and ultimately his 
willingness to sacrifice his own life for the sake of Allah 3% were 
unmatched save perhaps for the self sacrifice of al-Husayn 
centuries later who showed his own deep commitment to Allah 3&. 
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When both father and son had shown their perfect obedience to 
Allah 3% and they had practically demonstrated their willingness to 
sacrifice their most precious possessions for His sake—*Ibrahim x 
by laying down his son for sacrifice and Ismail »@ by lying 
patiently under the knife — Allah 3 called out to them stating that 
their sincere intentions had been accepted and that °Ibrahim x need 
not carry out the sacrifice of Isma°il x. Instead, at the last moment 
Ibrahim x was shown a ram to sacrifice. 

Allah 3% told them that they had passed the test imposed upon 
them, by the obedience of °*Ibrahim 3, to fulfill the vison which he 
attributed to Allah 3% and by the sincerity of Isma°il 38 to his father. 
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“And We called out to him: 
‘Oh *Ibrahim 


you have fulfilled the dream.’ 
This is how We reward those who do good.” 
(Strah Saaaffat 37:105) 
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You may well ask yourself why I have said concerning °Ibrahim 3%, 
“his vison which he attributed to Allah 3~”’. 
If you look at the °ayat carefully you see that what is said is “gala 
yd bunayya ’inni ’arya fi-l-manami’ which translates as, “Oh my 
son, surely I saw when I slept”. Manami means “the time of sleep.” 
Nowhere does it say in the °ayat that this is what Allah 3% either 
said or ordered. °I[brahim x is certainly within the bounds of pro- 
phetic understanding or action to “think” that this dream was from 
Allah 3% but then again what if it was not from Allah 3% but from 
his own understanding or mis-understanding? 
For if you really think about it, consider what Allah 3% has said 
concerning His Own Self: 


poe ZA e 
mei 
kataba rabakum ‘ala nafsihi-r-rahmah 


your Lord has written Mercy (rahmah) on His Self. 
(Stratu-l-An‘am 6:54) 
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Why, given that the Innate Nature of Allah 3% is Rahmah (Mercy) 
would He order °Ibrahim 3 to sacrifice his son? Surely such sacri- 
fice, long practiced by the people of the East (and elsewhere), was 
an anachronism and certainly not befitting One who was Mercy Itself. 
Perhaps you may think that I am being impious or even blasphe- 
mous in thinking that °Ibrahim x may have been deluded, as he 
was surely a blessed prophet, but in this case I ask you to consider 
the story of Misa x and al-Khidr x in Strah al-Kaf when Misa 
¥, undoubtedly a prophet, was unable to understand the teaching 
and the actions of al-Khidr x and his orders. In °ayat 65 through 82 
the story is told of how Misa x meets al-Khidr xr at the junction 
of the two seas and asks for permission to accompany him so Musa 
x can learn “right knowledge of what [he has] been taught’. 

Allah 3% says of al-Khidr x (not named as such but rather) that he 
is “one from among Our servants whom We had granted mercy 
from Us and whom We had taught knowledge from Ourselves,” 


oa. D; 
dsb) rides 
wa ‘alamnahu min laduna “ilma 
and We taught him knowledge (‘i/m) from Our Self. 
(Sirah Kaf 18:65) 
oo Mk ote 
Concerning the sacrifice, there remains one crucial point left to try to 
clarify which is the question of which son he intended to sacrifice. 
Remember in Genesis we read: 
“Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, (emphasis added) 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 
about.” According to Genesis 22:1-2 
Again I find this reading another case of Jewish exceptionalism, for 
Genesis says, “Your only son Issac” which seems to be a clear case 
of religious amnesia or refusal to admit the reality that he had two 
sons as was already made clear earlier in Genesis. 
Morover since “your only son.” can also be translated as “your first 
born son” it is in accord with the understanding of primogeniture 
practiced by Bani Israel both then and now, though this was 
changed for Muslims with the advent of Muhammad #8. 
We know from contemporary scholastics and biblical scholars that 
the Torah was heavily re-written during the the Babylonian captivi- 
ty under the aegis of Ezra the Scribe (Qa1Dn NATY) (SUzayr/o23¢). 
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It was Ezra who during during the Babylonian captivity, led the 
people to locate the only surviving copy of Torah as the remaining 
had all been burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. It was rotting and crumpled, 
so Ezra made a new copy of the Torah. He thus restored the Torah 
for Bani Israel. After this miracle, the Muslim scholar Ibn Kathir 
writes that Jews began to claim that Ezra was a ‘son of G-d’. 
Another commentary states that: “Uzair (Ezra) lived during the peri- 
od around 450 B.C. The Jews regarded him with great reverence as 
the revivalist of their Scriptures which had been lost during their 
captivity in Babylon after the death of Prophet Sulayman x. So 
much so that they had lost all the knowledge of their Law, their tra- 
ditions and of Hebrew, their national language. It was at this critical 
junction that Ezra re-wrote the Old Testament and revived the Law. 
That is why Bani Israel used very exaggerated language in his 
reverence which misled some of the Jewish sects to make him ‘the 
son of G-d’. The Qur°anic text, however, does not assert that all the 
Jews were unanimous in declaring Ezra as ‘the son of G-d’. What it 
implies is that the perversion in the articles of faith of the Bani Is- 
rael concerning Allah x had degenerated to such an extent that 
there were some among them who considered Ezra as a son of G-d. 
What I am trying to make clear here is that due to such events as the 
Babylonian captivity as well as the years of Exile, the Torah went 
through many re-writes to the point that modern computer and algo- 
rithmic research show that the Torah was writtten by many hands. 
whereas for millions of Jews and Christians, it's a tenet of their faith 
that G-d is the author of the core text of the Hebrew Bible — the 
Torah, also known as the Pentateuch or the Five Books of Moses. 
But since the advent of modern biblical scholarship, academic re- 
searchers now believe the text was written by a number of different 
authors whose work could be identified by seemingly different ideo- 
logical agendas and linguistic styles and the different names they 
used for G-d such as as Yahweh, Yahweh-raah, Yahweh-tsidkenu, 
YHVH, Adonai, EL and Elohim, El Elyon, El Roi, El Shaddai, 
All that, in any case is another story, and the only reason I have 
brought it up is to show (if you will read the passages from Strah 
Kaf) how even a prophet can be mistaken and lack understanding of 
what Allah 3% actually is transmitting — and that it could have 
been that °Ibrahim : misread his “dream” for the order of Allah 2 
for to this poor person it seems beneath the Mercy of Allah 3% to 
ask a man to slaughter his son — morevoer a son that he had prayed 
for for years and had suffered for so much in his two marriages. 
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But to continue with the story of *Ibrahim x -— if you go back to 
the the earlier mentioned ° ae es will read: 


is al; bh 
ee ‘balagha ma‘ ahu-s-sa°ya 
Then when he (his son) reached the age of working with him... 

(Stirah Saaaffat 37:105) 
Here what is important is what Allah 3% actually ordered °*Ibrahim 
¥& to do was to go back into the deserts of Paran and raise up the 
foundations of the “Ancient House (ji! ++) or the Bayt al-°Atiq, 
originally the dwelling place of Adam and Hawaa’ x@, which had 
been swept away down to its foundation stones in the flood of Nuh 
%&, so that once again there would be a “House” for Allah 3% rather 
a temple with all that is implied in the concept and actuality of what 
a temple is as opposed to what. a “House” is. 


BARBS, pI NAS a NOS 
opal Sasi rerialm 


wa-*idh bawwa’na li-ibrahima makana-l- -bayti 
°an 1a tushrik bi shay°an wa tahhir baytiya 
li-°itta°iffna wa-l-qa°imina wa-r-rukka‘i-s-sujuid 
And We located the position of the House for Ibrahim: 
‘Do not associate anything with Me 
and purify My House for those who circle it, 
and those who stand and bow and prostrate. 
(Stratu-l-Hajj 22:26) 

“Oh °Isma°*il! Allah 3 has given me an order.” °Isma°il x said: 
“Do what your Lord has ordered you to do.” *Ibrahim x asked: 
“Will you help me?” °Isma°il x affirmed his willingness to help 
and °Ibrahim x said: “Allah has ordered me to build a house here"; 
pointing to a hillock higher than the land surrounding it." 

The Prophet #% added:“Then they raised the foundations of the 
House (al-Ka°bah/t_+_»_s), °Isma°il x brought the stones and 
“Ibrahim x built the walls and when the walls became high, 
“Ismail x rolled a large stone for his father to stand on so his 
father x could carry on building, while °Isma°il «2 was handing 
him the stones, and, as they built, both of them were saying, 
“Accept this from us.” The Prophet #% added, “Both of them went 
on building and going round the Ka‘bah saying: (al-Bukhari 4:583) 
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Sg PF na. ‘ a eA 
Pale esl. ey. 
rabbana taqabbal minna °innaka °anta-s-samee‘u-l-‘alim 
“Oh our Lord! Accept (this service) from us, 
Truly, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.” 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:127) 
Ibrahim x completed the building of al-Ka*bah on the Command 
of Allah 3%. In his time, the Ka‘bah was rectangular in shape and 
reached the height of four and a half meters. It contained two doors 
at the ground level but had no roof. *Ibrahim x placed the Black 
Stone (Hijar al-° Aswad/s;—¥! ,_»—+11) at one of the corners of the 
Ka‘bah to mark the starting point of Tawaf or circumambulation. 
The Ka‘bah remained the same up till when the Quraysh rebuilt the 
Ka‘bah. According to °A‘isha &, “The Prophet 2% said: 
‘Don’t you see that when your folk built the Ka‘bah, they did not 
build it on all the foundations built by °Ibrahim 3?” I said, “Oh 
Messenger of Allah! Why don’t we rebuild it on the foundations of 
Ibrahim x ?’ He said. “But for the fact that your folk have recently 
given up infidelity (I would have done so).’” Narrated Ibn Umar: 
'A‘isha & must have heard this from the Prophet g& for I saw that 
the Prophet #% used not to touch the two corners facing al-Hijr only 
because the House had not been built on the foundations of 
[brahim 3.’” (Bukhari 55: 587] 
After °Ibrahim x and Isma°il x finished raising up the ancient 
House, Allah 3% ordered him to: 


Yeu) J slit h abs 


wa °adhdhin fi-n-nasi bi-l-hajji ya°tuka rijalan 
And proclaim the Pilgrimage among men: 
(Stratu-l-Hajj 22:27) 

It is reported from Ibn Abbas g» and others that Ibrahim x said: 
“Oh Lord, how can I convey this to people when my voice will not 
reach them?’ He was told, “Call them and We will convey it.” (at- 
Tabari (18: 605,607) 

So *Ibrahim 3 stood up and said: “Oh Mankind! Your Lord has 
established a House so come on pilgrimage to it.” The mountains 
lowered themselves so that his voice would reach all regions of the 
earth, and those who were still in their mother's wombs and their 
father's loins would hear the call. The response came from everyone 
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in the cities, deserts and countryside, and those whom Allah decreed 
will make the puerntaee until the Day of Judgment, as Allah said: 


GSE NE sl odes 
wa‘ala Kulli damirin ya tina min kulli fajjin ‘amiqa 
they will come on foot and on every kind of lean camel, 
on account of [their] journeys 
through deep and distant mountain passes. 
(Stratu-l-Hajj 22:27) 

After the construction of the Ka‘°bah, °*Ibrahim x8 invoked Allah 2% 
to bless the city of Makkah and those who live therein and provide 
them with provisions: _ 


Cactus be Nias Neale mab sol 
PSs 


wa-idh gala >ibrahimu rabbi ° ij ‘al hadha baladan aminan 
wa-r-zuq ahlahu mina-th-thamarati 
man amana minhum bi-llahi wa-l-yawmi-l-°akhir 
“And Ibrahim said: ‘My Lord, make this a City of Peace, 
and feed its people with fruits,- 
such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day’ ...” 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:126) 


And Allah 3% responded to the ea of *Tbrahim 3D: 
ey Uipec alka sf 
wa-idh ja‘alna-l- -bayta iathabatans li-n-nasi wa °amnan 


“Remember We made the House (the Kaaba) 


a place of assembly for men and a place of safety...” 
(Stratu-l-Baqgarah 2:125) 


and: 


flee id Sel Nepal SEI 
SAN GEESE UL By. 


°awa lam numakkin lahum haraman °aminan 
yujba ilayhi thamaratu kulli shay°in rizqan min ladunna 
wa lakinna °aktharahum 1a ya°lamiin 
“*..Have We not established for them a secure sanctuary, 
to which are brought as tribute fruits of all kinds, 
a provision from Ourselves? but most of them understand not.” 
(Stratu-l- Qasas 28:57) 
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Ibn Abbas @ said: “On the day of the conquest of Makkah, the 
Prophet # said: ‘Allah sy has made this town a sanctuary. Its 
thorny bushes should not be cut, its game should not be chased, and 
its fallen things should not be picked up except by one who would 
announce it publicly.’” (Bukhari, V.26:657) 
“Ibrahim x also invoked Allah ae: 


ees SI tlascthl ng 2 MAN ety, 
Hp sles 


rabbana re fit him rasilan mifihum yatli ‘alayhim ayatika 
wa yu‘allimuhumu-|-kitaba wa-l-hikmata wa yuzakkihim 
*innaka °afita-l-‘azizu-l-hakim 
“Our Lord! Send them an Apostle of their own, 
who shall rehearse Your Signs to them 
and instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, and sanctify them: 
For You are the Exalted in Might, the Wise.” 
(Stratu-l-Baqarah 2:129) 

and indeed Allah 3% answered his supplication and prayer and sent 
Prophet Muhammad g%, who was born in Makkah, from where 
*Islam and the message of the One G-d spread throughout the world. 
at the same time “Ibrahim %& was trie ied by Allah 3%. 


=p JB Wel SUE RE blob 
Chl jsae INS 


wa *idhi°ba-tala °ibrahima rabbuhu bi-kalimatin 
fa °atammahunna qala °inni ja°iluka li-n-nasi °imaman 
qala wa min dburriyyati 
qala 1a yanalu “ahdi-db-dhalimin 
“And remember that °Ibrahim was tried by his Lord 
with certain Commands, which he carried out completely: 
He said: ‘I will make you an °Imam to the Nations.’ 
He asked: 
‘And also from my offspring!’ 
He answered: 
‘My Promise is not within the reach of evil-doers.’” 
(Surat: ]- ~Baqarah 2: ae) 


vag iGRbbu ball axe lg 
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wa °aataynahu °ajrahu fi-d-dunya 
wa *innahu fi-l-akhirati lamina-s-salihin 
“..and We granted him his reward in this life; 


and in the Hereafter he was in (the company) of the Righteous.” 
(Stratu- 1-°Ankabut 29:27) 


A nlGle SSIES fats Sle eins 
S256 sholeligaails Bet 
‘Cals sp Spay lege ss re 
Bla Uy ase Soh 
ble) BUN Sob Le Seal dele 
ibe tela tal rselrdl-rancllae 
sols AR pmgagutl saaals 


wa wahabna lahu °ishaga wa ya‘quba kullan hadayna 
wa nuhan hadayna min qablu 
wa min dhurriyyatihi dawtida wa sulaymana wa °ayyliba wa yusufa 
wa musa wa hartina wa kadhalika najazi-l-muhsinin « 
wa zakariyya wa yahya wa “isa wa “ilyasa kullun mina-s-salihin « 
wa *isma‘ila wa °ilyasa°a wa yiinusa wa litan 
wa kullan faddalna “ala-l-°alamin 
wa min °aaba°ihim wa dhurriyyatihim wa *ikhwanihim wa 
*jjatabaynahum wa hadaynahum ila siratin mustaqim ¢ 
dhbalika huda-llahi yahdi bihi mafiy-yasha°t min ‘ibadihi 
wa law °asbraki lahabita ‘afilhum ma kant ya°malin 
"We gave him *Ishaq and Ya‘qub: all (of them) We guided: 
and before him, We guided Nuh, and among his progeny, 
Dawid, Sulayman, °Ayyub, Yusuf, Miisa, and Hartn: 
thus do We reward those who do good: 
And Zakariyya and Yahya, and ‘Isa and *Ilyasa‘a: 
all in the ranks of the righteous: 
And °Isma‘il and °Ilyasa‘a and Yunusa, and Lut: 
and to all We gave favour above the nations: 

(To them) and to their fathers, and progeny and brethren: 
We chose them, and We guided them to a straight Way. 
This is the Guidance of Allah: 

He gives that guidance to whom He pleases, of His worshippers. 
(Suratu-]-°An‘am 6:84-88) 
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ee ee ee a » ae 
kal lel bt eli 
wa law °ashraki lahabita ‘anhum ma kant ya‘maliin 
If they had associated others with Him, 
nothing they did would have been of any use. 
(Siratu-l-°An‘am 6:88) 
Thus, every Book or Scripture was given to the Prophets from the 
progeny of °Ibrahim x. From °Ishaq x, his second son, came the 
Prophets of Bani Israel and their progeny ending with “Isa x. From 
“Isma‘il 38, his first born, came only one Prophet, the first among 
them and the seal of them all — Prophet Muhammad #&. 


=o Kes 
So far as the last days of *Ibrahim x go we again are dependent of 
the narrative in the book of Genesis in the Torah. 
In Genesis 23 we are told that Sarah died when she was 127 and 
after that °Ibrahim x took another wife. So far as Hajar goes we 
know from Islamic exegis that she had died before °*Ibrahim x had 
come to Makkah to rebuild the Ka°bah with °Isma*il x. 
Again, according to Genesis, “Abraham took another wife, whose 
name was Keturah. She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, 
Ishbak, and Shuah. Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of 
Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. The sons of 
Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these 
were the children of Keturah...while he was still living he sent them 
away from his second born son Isaac, (°Ishaq x) eastward to the 
east country.” (Genesis 25:1—6) and in Genesis 25 7-8 we read: 
—1WRN DIAN ™N 1 mm MIN1 
Dw van Tw Dyawi mw nxn nN 
PAY —~IN DN yaw 1p nap nwa DIN “nn yy 
7 Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Then 
Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man 
and full of years; and he was gathered to his people. 
What to this writer, whose first Shaykh, ‘Abdu-r-Rahman ash- 
Sharif 38 lived in al-Khalil (Hebron) where °Ibrahim x found his 
final resting place in the Cave of Machpelah along with °Ishaq, 
Ya‘qub 2g and their wives, Sarah, Rebecca, and Leah, is so 
amazing is that, in the research that I did in preparing this talk, I 
discovered that both °*Isma°il x and °Ishaq x came together in the 
end to bury their father °Ibrahim > together. 
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Finding this out has given me great hope that one of the central 
problems of our time, which is the on-going struggle in the Holy 
Land, may yet have a possible outcome of reconcilliation and peace. 
I first went to the Holy Land in 1969 just after the ‘68 war in which 
al-Quds ash-Sharif (Yerushalayim or Jerusalem) had been con- 
quered and occupied by the Israeli army. I went there as a young 
man coming out of an intensely Christian (Roman Catholic to be 
precise) background who had lost his faith in Christianity over the 
impossible conundrum of the Trinity and was, at that time, more or 
less a spiritual seeker who had, by the Grace of Allah ge, been 
given a contract to produce a coffee table book on “The Old City” 
which was attracting a lot of interest at that time, having been as 
they said at the time, “recently liberated.” 
Truthfully my knowledge of the city and the Holy Land came 
purely as a result of my early Christian upbringing which, unusually 
for a Catholic, involved a lot of Bible reading and study. Indeed I 
had first learned to read in English by reading the Bible when my 
grandmother, may Allah 3% grant her rest, tired of telling me 
stories, taught me my ABC’s using as a text book a big old illus- 
trated Bible that ‘lived’ in a place of honor in our country home. 
Prior to my journey to the Holy Land, as a spiritual seeker I had 
travelled quite extensively including jaunts along the hippie trail in 
India and elsewhere in the East. I was blessed to come under the 
aegis of a number of spiritual teachers from my teen age years on, 
the last of whom advised me, if I wanted to really progress on the 
spiritual path, I should go to the Holy Land where all the mono- 
theistic faiths had found their home. I say “monotheistic” as my 
travels in India, interesting though they were, had made quite clear 
to me that I was not cut out to be a worshipper of the many gods 
and goddessess who I came across in my travels in the East though I 
enjoyed the color, the sinceity and hospitality of the people and the 
beautiful bajans and qawwali (J (sa/h Fate) I heard in India. 
I brought together a team of graphic artists, photographers, design- 
ers, ethnographers etc to provide the content for the book, but aside 
from graphically documenting the “Old City” a large part of our 
work consisted of conducting interviews with various poliotical, 
religious and spiritual figure from the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
communities who then all existed side by side in the Old City. 
(I have described this quite fully in the first parts of my memoires, 
“Exile” which was published privately in the ealy 1990’s and is 
available in a limited hand bound edition from Noon Hieographers.) 
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Among the people we interviewed were a number of Muslim Sufi 
Sbuyukh from whom I first began to learn the true path of Stfism 
(though in my earlier days of searching I had be exposed to vairous 
heterodox ‘sufi’ groups such as the those who gathered around Meher 
Baba, Sam Lews and Vilayat Khan). One shaykh among those who 
we interviewed, Shaykh Muhammad al-Jamal, has remained a dear 
friend of mine and source of inspiration over these past forty years. 
There was, however, one shaykh, “Abdu-r-Rahman ash-Sharif 3, 
in particular whom we met in al-Khalil (Hebron) the city that the 
reader will recognize as the final resting place of Ibrahim 3,°Ishaq 
and Ya‘qub 2¢% as well as many of their wives. 
The shaykh who was over a hundred years old at the time of our 
meeting, struck a very deep chord in my being and shortly after I 
made my shahadah in the Islamic school (madrasah) in the Haram 
ash-Sharif at al-Aqsa in al-Quds, I entered into bay“at with him. 
His main advice to me, at the time, was to stop my research into 
Sufism and attempts at being a Sufi and instead study °Islam as I 
was putting the cart before the horse and I was in need of grounding 
in °Islam which was the real basis of Sufism which could not 
rightfully be understood without a solid grounding in °*Islam. 
His advice led me to study, first at the Markaz al-Lughatu-l- 
“Arabiyyah, a branch of the College of Shari‘ah in Makkah and then 
with the man, Dr.°Ibrahim al-Batawi, who became my shaykh after 
the death, Allah have mercy on him, of my first shaykh in al-Khalil. 
Shaykh °Ibrahim was Professor of foreign students at the al-Azhar 
in Cairo (al-Qahirah) and he took me under his wing and since I 
have had the honor of becoming his khalifah or representative in 
the western hemisphere and now, successor. He has passed away 
some three years ago now and I ask the Mercy of Allah upon him. 
In a sense most of the above is by way of background and not 
exactly to the point which I really want to address, which is the 
ongoing situation of terror in the Holy Land that has prevailed from 
the beginning of the British Mandate in 1920 but more openly and 
heart-lessly from the time of the 1968 war to the overt racist 
aggression of the present, especially after the assasination of Yitzhak 
Rabin in 1994, when the Zionist government under the protection of 
its arch-ally, the successive American governments (Republican or 
Democratic) callously disregarded international law regarding the 
expropriation of Palestinian land the and unchecked expansion of 
settlements contrary to International law and UN resolutions from 
Resolution 181 of November 1948 to R.1648 of December 2005. 

—AT— 


"Ibrahim x 


All of this expropriation and expansion of the Zionist state is based 
on the Balfour Declaration (dated 2 November 1917) which was a 
letter from the United Kingdom’s Foreign Secretary Arthur James 
Balfour to Baron Rothschild (Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron 
Rothschild), a leader of the British Jewish community, for trans- 
mission to the Zionist Federation of Great Britain and Ireland in 
which we we find the following: 

“His Majesty’s government view with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use 
their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object...” 
and of deeper significance than that political statement is the 
twisting of the words of the Lord to “Ibrahim %& in Genseis 
ay N1 NY yn vi -T191) s70N DAN —IN WAN mim. 

malal MTP. man. mijoN Dy NHN WN DipaAn “yn nNT 
“ay paca MAN 72 NI NHN WA YIN -92 —NX 19 
WN 2Y DN WN yinn 19y2 wie —NN ANY) DIY 
YIN3 yoann Dy mya? Jyvar -Da yINn 19y —nx ind 

(Genesis 13:14-17) :naynN JI 22 N|anId+ N29 
“Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, 
northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the 
land which you see, J will give it to you and to your descendants 
forever. (ital added) I will make your descendants as the dust of the 
earth, so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your 
descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land 
through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.” 
What the Zionists did and continue to do is to misread the words of 
G-d in Genesis J will give it to you and to your descendants forever 
to mean Jews only, as though °Isma°il * was not a descendent of 
*Tbrahim 3. In fact °Isma°il x2 was the first born son of °Ibrahim 
¥& and so by the laws of primogeniture he has an even greater claim 
on the lands than his younger half brother, °Ishaq 2. 
The law of primogeniture is the rule in the law of inheritance 
through which the oldest male child has the right to succeed to the 
estate of an ancestor to the exclusion of younger siblings, both male 
and female, as well as all other relatives. 
So it is quite clear that, in spite of the repeated Zionist claims to the 
land, in fact they have no real claim, not that that really matters as 
long as the Government of the self-proclaimed state of Israel is 
backed by the military and diplomatic might of the United States 
just as earlier it was backed by the United Kingdom but, in realty, it 
is trumped by the law of the jungle which is “might makes right”. 
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I mentioned earlier that in doing the research for this bayan I was, at 
least, momentarily inspired by a thin ray of hope when I read that 
both °*Isma*il x and °Ishaq x had cooperated together in burying 
their father,’ Ibrahim 3. 
When I was involved in working on the book on the Old City 
(which by the way was never published as the well known New 
York publisher felt that is was “one sided” and “prejudiced” 
meaning that the Palestinian, both Muslim and Christian, perspec- 
tives were given equal weight with the Jewish and Zionist perspec- 
tives) I had the opportunity to travel fairly widely throughout all of 
the Holy Land in a way that is no longer possible due to ethnic 
purely racist road blocks and the infamous Wall of Shame. 
(As an aside I remember when President Regan visited Berlin and 
said, “Mr Kruschev take down your wall!” I doubt we will see any 
president of the United States tell Bibi to “Take down your wall!) 
In any case as I travelled throughout the land conducting interviews 
with Jews, Christians and Muslims, secular, religious, and spiritual I 
heard over and over again from people that they had spent their 
entire lives living together and, for the most part, had managed to 
tolerate each other if not actually enjoy each others company. 
This is a bit the way that many people in India, Hindoo and Muslim 
alike, speak of pre-partition India. 
About the only group of people I interviewed who did not share that 
way of thought were those people, mainly European and American, 
who identificed themselves as “Zionists”. And oddly enough many 
of those people when pressed during the interviw had little or no 
real contact with Palestinians either Muslim or Christian. 
In fact I remember a rather liberal girl from East Jerusalem of 
European parentage who had grown up there who, when one of the 
ladies who was working with us suggested she visit us at our house 
on the Mount of Olives, confessed she had never been on the West 
Bank and was terrified of the mere thought of visiting us there. 
At the time I was much youger and, in retrospect, rather naive and, 
in fact, really knew rather little about Zionism and it roots. 
I continued in that mode until the time, mentioned earlier, when we 
brought our more or less finished book on the Old City to the NY 
publisher. He first looked at the many photgraph and photographic 
portaits of the inhabitants of the Old City and seemed rather positive 
about the whole thing and asked us to leave it with him for a few 
days so he and his colleagues might look at it “in depth”. 
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A few days turned into the next morning when I was asked to come 
and meet with our editor who told me straight out in very simple 
words that they could not consider publishing such a one-sided and 
prejudiced book and, further, he doubted that any publisher in NY 
would consider publishing it either. 

As I have said, I was naive, for now I would know that such a pro- 
ject was impossible and doomed to failure from the very “git go.” 

One positive result though was that I was inspired to really try to 
really understand the historical roots and objectives of Zionism and 
its influence not only on the Holy Land but on the land of my birth. 
I found that the Zionist movement was founded in the late 19th 
century by secular Jews, largely as a response by Ashkenazi 
(European and Slavic) Jews to rising antisemitism in Europe, 
exemplified by the Dreyfus affair in France and the Anti-Jewish 
pogroms in the Russian Empire. The political movement was 
formally established by an Austro-Hungarian journalist Theodor 
Herzl, in 1897 following the publication of his book Der Judenstaat 
(The Jewish State) and at that time, the movement sought to 
encourage European Jewish migration to then Ottoman Palestine. 
Zionism, as such, is a form of Jewish nationalism that supports the 
creation of a Jewish nation state in the territory defined as the Land 
of Israel. Zionism supports Jews upholding their Jewish identity, 
opposes the assimilation of Jews into other societies and has 
advocated the return of Jews to Israel as a means for Jews to be a 
majority in their own nation, and so to be liberated from antisemitic 
discrimination, exclusion, and persecution that has historically oc- 
curred in the diaspora. 

All of which sounds reasonable until you look more closely at two 
points in the above: 

1: the movement sought to encourage European Jewish migration to 
the then Ottoman Palestine. 

2: (Zionism) supports the creation of a Jewish nation state in the 
territory it alone defines as “the Land of Israel”. 

The problem then arises as to who was living in “Ottoman 
Palestine” and what is “the territory defined as the Land of Israel.” 
The first clear use of the term Palestine to refer to the entire area 
between Phoenicia and Egypt was in 5th century BC Ancient 
Greece. Herodotus wrote of a “district of Syria, called Palaistiné in 
The Histories”, the first historical work clearly defining the region, 
which included the Judean mountains and the Jordan Rift Valley. 
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The land called Palestine (G.b..L4) is situated at a strategic location 
between Egypt, Syria and Arabia, and is the birthplace of Judaism 
and Christianity. The region has a long and tumultuous history as a 
crossroads for religion, culture, commerce, and politics. The region 
has been controlled by numerous different peoples, including 
Ancient Egyptians, Canaanites, Israelites, Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Persians, Ancient Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, the Sunni Arab 
Caliphates, the Shi‘ah Fatimid Caliphate, Crusaders, Ayyubids, 
Mameluks, Ottomans, the British and modern Israelis and present 
day Palestinians. Modern archaeologists and historians of the region 
refer to their field of study as Syro-Palestinian archaeology. 
Obviously a polyglot world of many and diverse peoples and one in 
which only one of those many people who lived in it or governed it 
at any one time were Jews, and not a land which could in any way 
thought to be the exclusive property of Jews or Bani Israel. 
This was definitely not the land which Golda Meir refered to as “A 
land without people for a people without land.” The last part of her 
statement rang true for European Jewery but certainly not the first 
part. It was also widely represented as a barren land which young 
energetic zionists would come and make “to bloom” whereas in fact 
the Agricultural Faculty of UCLA at Davis account the costal lands 
of Palestine to be among the most fertile in the world surpassing even 
the Central Valley of California, which it somewhat resembles in 
terms of climate etc. So...so much for the great Zionist myth of 
making the desert green and causing it to bloom. 
As I studied more about the whole subject, including, importantly, 
the econmics of Zionism especially in relation to the funding of the 
first world war, I found that really what we are dealing with here is 
a massive land grab by European Jews who, admittedly, did suffer 
unjust prejudicial treatment, persecution and discrimination but, in 
their quest for a Jewish homeland with the backing of first the 
British and later the Americans, wound up meting out similar unjust 
prejudicial treatment, persecution and discrimination on_ the 
indigineous Palestinian population to the point where the Holy Land 
is anything but, and if anything, most closely resembles South Africa 
during the time of apartheid or the post Civil War American south. 
And if the reader/listener might think such talk is prejudicial 
Muslim propaganda, I would refer the reader to the words and 
thought of Bishop Desmond Tutu or President Jimmy Carter or the 
Jewish professor Norman Finkelstein whose visit to the West Bank 
changed his life or the cognitive scientist, Noam Chomsky. 
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Allah 3% orderes Bani Israel in Leviticus: “You shall treat the 
stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you 
shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of 
pie Iam the LORD your G-d.” 
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It would seem that if that order of Allah 3% were to be followed 
then there would be some possiblity that Holy might again find 
itself joined with the land and it might truly be a Holy Land or, as it 
is called in Arabic, al-? Ardu-l-Muqaddasah (4sia!! (459!), 


Pray for Peace and Justice and Mercy and Love and Freedom 
in the 
Holy Land 
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